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Bridgewater City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 

May 9, 2011   7:00 pm 

 

    The City Council of the City of Bridgewater met in the Council Room for their regular meeting on 5/09/11. 

The City Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Martin Barattini. Answering roll call were 

Mayor Martin Barattini, Bob Anderson, George Guenthner, Verlyn Hudson, Caron Neumann, and Ryan 

Watters. Absent: Phil Heiberger. Others present: Finance Officer - Joan Julson, Maintenance – Todd Letcher, 

Sheriff Mark Norris, Sandi Tschetter, Pastor Troy Weiland, Jerry Paweltzki, Ron Pringle and Tammy 

Williams (SD DOT ) 

    The minutes of the April 11
th

 regular meeting and April 13
th

 & Mar 1
st
 special meetings were sent to the 

council for reading prior to the meeting. Motion by Neumann, second by Anderson to approve the minutes of 

the April 11
th

 regular meeting and April 13
th

 & Mar 1
st
 special meetings. Motion carried.  

    The April Financial statement was sent out to the council for reviewing prior to the meeting. After 

discussion a motion was made by Watters, second by Hudson to approve the April Financial Statement. 

Motion carried.  

    The bills for the month of April were reviewed. After discussion a motion was made by Guenthner, second 

by Watters to approve the April bills.  Motion carried. Motion by Guenthner, second by Hudson to reject the 

terrorism coverage on the commercial pkg insurance. Motion carried.  

    Maintenance report by Todd Letcher: 

 Summer street repair discussed – the need for surge and gravel 

Water & Sewer: Letcher brought up that Ron Scharffenberg approached him about still paying the base 

charges at 312 N Main Ave. The sewer line is not usable any longer. Motion was made by Guenthner, 

seconded by Anderson to let him cap the line this side of the sidewalk and discontinue the water and sewer 

base charge at 312 N Main Ave. Motion carried.  

Government Buildings/Municipal Liquor Store: The final figures for the leasing of the bar were gone over. 

Guenthner noted that there were a few of the odd/old liquors that were taken out of the inventory. Guenthner 

also asked Letcher to get rid of the broken chairs and any old tables. They will be surplused when the amount 

is known.  

Fire: Talked about some outside lights that need replacing. It was noted that the Fire Board should handle 

these requests not the Council.  

Contracted Law Enforcement:  monthly report was noted. Sheriff Norris was here to answer any questions. 

Jerry Paweltzki commented that the Development Corp has not received any restitution yet on the drug stores 

break-in a year or so ago. The people have been caught but no charges have been filed yet. Sheriff Norris 

commented that DCI & States Attorney Gerlach are still investigating.  

Code Enforcement: Excessive garbage at 141 N Oak was discussed. Letcher will contact owner. Excess cars 

again at 100 N Oak discussed. Attorney Fink will be contacted.  

Parks & Rec: Hudson brought up about moving the volleyball net up to the old horseshoe pit area. Rest of 

council agreed as this would get the volleyball area out of the water area.  

4
th

 of July: Council agreed to raffle off a bean bag game again for the 4
th

 of July. 

  Motion by Guenthner, second by Hudson to adjourn old council. Motion carried. Time 7:37 pm. 

  The Council thanked Mayor Barattini for his time serving as Mayor for the City. 

New Business:   

  Finance Officer read a resignation from Ryan Watters that was handed to her right before the meeting.  

Ryan Watters was thanked for his many years on the council. Council has decided to ask for interested people 

living in Ward II to come to the June 6
th

 council meeting and express their interest in serving until the next 

municipal election in 2012.   

  Oaths of Office were taken by Ronald H Pringle–Mayor and George Guenthner-Ward I. Heiberger was 

absent. 

 Mayor Pringle called the meeting to order.  
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    Mayor Pringle appointed Joan M. Julson as Finance Officer and  Todd Letcher as Maintenance 

Superintendent. Motion by Guenthner, second by Neumann to approve Resolution #11-0509A. Roll call vote: 

all present voted aye. Motion carried.  

City of Bridgewater 

Resolution #11-0509A 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BRIDGEWATER, 

TO APPROVE MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS OF  

FINANCE OFFICER and MAINTENANCE SUPERINTENDENT  

 
 WHEREAS, Mayor Ronald H Pringle of the City of Bridgewater appointed at the May 9

th
, 2011 

regular city council meeting Joan M. Julson as Finance Officer and Todd Letcher as Maintenance 

Superintendent, from May 2011 to the first regular meeting in May 2012; and 

 WHEREAS, Joan M. Julson and Todd Letcher have accepted each respective appointment until the 

appointment and qualifications of successors;  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Bridgewater approves the appointments by 

Mayor Ronald H Pringle of Joan M. Julson as Finance Officer and Todd Letcher as Maintenance 

Superintendent all pursuant to Section 1.0101 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Bridgewater South 

Dakota. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 9
th

 day of May, 2011, by the City Council of the City of Bridgewater, 

South Dakota by the following vote: 

Ayes: 4 

Nays: 0 

Absent: 1 

      City of Bridgewater  

     By: Ronald H Pringle 

     Its Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Joan M Julson 

City Finance Officer  

(SEAL) 

  Motion by Neumann, second by Hudson to keep Guenther as Council President and Anderson as Council 

Vice-President. All present voted aye. Motion carried. 

   Committee Assignments were gone over and will be finalized at the June meeting with the appointment of 

someone for Ryan Watters replacement in Ward II.  

   Motion by Guenthner, second by Neumann to designate the Bridgewater Tribune as the official paper, 

Motion carried. Motion by Guenthner, second by Hudson to designate the Farmers State Bank as the official 

depository. Motion carried. Motion by Guenthner, second by Neumann to designate Fink Law Office, PC as 

the city attorney. Motion carried. 

     Jerry Paweltzki asked if we have gotten a statement for SEFP yet?  Finance Officer reported that we 

haven’t gotten a statement for SEFP dues yet. He stated that we were the only town that hadn’t paid the dues 

yet so he’ll check on getting us a statement.  

     Jerry Paweltzki asked about a “Sparky Anderson” sign for ball park area.  Motion by Guenthner, second by 

Anderson to donate $150 towards the “Sparky Anderson” sign for the ball park area. Motion carried.  We will 

use the posts from the old ballpark sign.  

     Public Input: Pastor Troy Weiland approached the council about using the ball diamonds on Monday 

evenings for a community softball night for ages high school and up. Motion by Guenthner, second by 

Anderson to allow the Bridgewater-Emery Community Softball use of the ball diamonds on Monday 

evenings. Motion carried. 

New Business/Committee Reports:  
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Streets & Alleys: Letcher brought up the need for a scarifier for the maintainer. Anderson will contact the 

gentleman that sold us our maintainer to see if he would know of any scarifier around. Otherwise the county 

could be contacted to see if they had anything or could help us with anything.   

   We had 2 applicants for the summer maintenance help. With the recommendation of Letcher, a motion was 

made by Guenthner, second by Hudson to hire Nic Golder for up to 20 hours per week at minimum wage for 

part-time summer help. Motion carried.  

Government Buildings/Municipal Liquor Store: A motion was made by Hudson, second by Anderson to 

approve Resolution 11-0-509B Changing the Liquor Fund back to a Governmental Fund. Roll Call Voter: all 

present voted aye. Motion carried.  

CITY OF BRIDGEWATER 

RESOLUTION 11-0509B 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BRIDGEWATER 

TO CHANGE THE LIQUOR FUND FROM A PROPRIETARY FUND  

TO A GOVERNMENTAL FUND  

 WHEREAS, the City of Bridgewater, by motion at the April 11, 2011 regular meeting, did grant 

Richard Stevens of Howard SD, if complying with the terms of our operating agreement and payment of the 

security deposit, the position of “Manager” of the Municipal Liquor Store as of May 1, 2011 until the regular 

May meeting in 2012; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Bridgewater will not be operating the Municipal Liquor Store in a manner 

similar to private business enterprises. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council shall authorize the Finance Officer to 

transfer the May 31, 2011 balance of Fund 601 – Liquor Fund, a Proprietary (Enterprise) Fund to Fund 106 - 

Liquor Fund, a Governmental (General) Fund.  

PASSED AND APPROVED this 9
th

 day of May, 2011, by the City Council of the City of Bridgewater, 

South Dakota by the following vote: 

Ayes: 4 

Nays: 0 

Absent: 1 

      City of Bridgewater  

     By: Ronald H Pringle 

     Its Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Joan M Julson 

City Finance Officer  

 (SEAL) 

Parks & Recreation: We had 2 applications for the Summer Youth Program Director position. Since both 

applicants had excellent qualifications, a decision will be made at the June meeting, after the parks & rec 

committee meets or talks with both applicants.  

Planning & Zoning: 2
nd

 reading of  Ordinance 2011-1 Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance was done. A 

motion by Guenthner, second by Anderson to adopt Ordinance 2011-1. Roll Call Vote: all present voted aye. 

Motion carried.  

CITY OF BRIDGEWATER 

FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE 2011-1 

ARTICLE I 

STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDINGS OF FACT, PURPOSE AND METHODS 

SECTION A. STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION 
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The Legislature of the State of South Dakota has in (statutes) SDCL 9-36 and 7-18-14 delegated the 

responsibility of local governmental units to adopt regulations designed to minimize flood losses. Therefore, 

the City Council of Bridgewater, South Dakota, does ordain as follows: 

The city/town of Bridgewater elects to comply with the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Act of 

1968 (P.L. 90-488, as amended). The National Flood Insurance Program, established in the aforesaid act, 

provides that areas of the town having a special flood hazard be identified by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency and that floodplain management measures be applied in such flood hazard areas. The 

National Flood Insurance Program was broadened and modified with the passage of the Flood Disaster 

Protection Act of 1973 and other legislative measures. It was further modified by the National Flood 

Insurance Reform Act of 1994. The National Flood Insurance Program is administered by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency, a component of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 

 

SECTION B. FINDINGS OF FACT 

(1) The flood hazard areas of Bridgewater are subject to periodic inundation which results in loss of life and 

property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental services, and extraordinary 

public expenditures for flood protection and relief, all of which adversely affect the public health, safety and 

general welfare. 

(2) These flood loses are created by the cumulative effect of obstructions in floodplains which cause an 

increase in flood heights and velocities, and by the occupancy of flood hazards areas by uses vulnerable to 

floods and hazardous to other lands because they are inadequately elevated, floodproofed or otherwise 

protected from flood damage. 

SECTION C. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the public health, safety and general welfare and to minimize 

public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions designed to: 

(1) Protect human life and health; 

(2) Minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects; 

(3) Minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally undertaken at the 

expense of the general public; 

(4) Minimize prolonged business interruptions; 

(5) Minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, electric, telephone and 

sewer lines, streets and bridges located in floodplains; 

(6) Help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of flood-prone areas in 

such a manner as to minimize future flood blight areas; and 

(7) Insure that potential buyers are notified that property is in a flood area. 

SECTION D. METHODS OF REDUCING FLOOD LOSSES 

In order to accomplish its purposes, this ordinance uses the following methods: 

(1) Restrict or prohibit uses that are dangerous to health, safety or property in times of flood, or cause 

excessive increases in flood heights or velocities; 

(2) Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be protected against 

flood damage at the time of initial construction; 

(3) Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective barriers, which are 

involved in the accommodation of flood waters; 

(4) Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase flood damage; 

(5) Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert flood waters or which 

may increase flood hazards to other lands. 

ARTICLE 2 

DEFINITIONS 

Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this ordinance shall be interpreted to give them 

the meaning they have in common usage and to give this ordinance its’ most reasonable application. 
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Area of future-conditions flood hazard means the land area that would be inundated by the 1-percent-

annual-chance (100-year) flood based on future-conditions hydrology. 

Area of shallow flooding means a designated AO, AH, AR/AO, AR/AH, or VO zone on a community's Flood 

Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) with a 1 percent or greater annual chance of flooding to an average depth of 1 to 

3 feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable, and where 

velocity flow may be evident. Such flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow. 

Area of special flood-related erosion hazard is the land within a community which is most likely to be subject 

to severe flood-related erosion losses. The area may be designated as Zone E on the Flood Hazard Boundary 

Map (FHBM). After the detailed evaluation of the special flood-related erosion hazard area; in preparation 

for publication of the FIRM, Zone E may be further refined. 

 

Area of special flood hazard is the land in the flood plain within a community subject to a 1 percent or 

greater chance of flooding in any given year. The area may be designated as Zone A on the FHBM. After 

detailed ratemaking has been completed in preparation for publication of the flood insurance rate map, Zone 

A usually is refined into Zones A, AO, AH, A1-30, AE, A99, AR, AR/A1-30, AR/AE, AR/AO, AR/AH, AR/A, VO, 

or V1-30, VE, or V. For purposes of these regulations, the term “special flood hazard area” is synonymous in 

meaning with the phrase “area of special flood hazard”. 

Base flood means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. 

Base Flood Elevation (BFE) – Is the water surface elevation of the one (1) percent annual chance flood.  The 

height in relation to mean sea level expected to be reached by the waters of the base flood at pertinent points 

in the floodplains of coastal and riverine areas. 

Basement means any area of the building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all sides. 

Breakaway wall means a wall that is not part of the structural support of the building and is intended through 

its design and construction to collapse under specific lateral loading forces, without causing damage to the 

elevated portion of the building or supporting foundation system. 

Building--see structure. 

Development means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not limited 

to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations 

or storage of equipment or materials. 

Erosion means the process of the gradual wearing away of land masses. This peril is not per se covered under 

the Program. 

Existing construction, means for the purposes of determining rates, structures for which the “start of 

construction” commenced before the effective date of the FIRM or before January 1, 1975, for FIRMs 

effective before that date. “Existing construction” may also be referred to as “existing structures.” 

Existing manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision for which 

the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed 

(including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading 

or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before the effective date of the floodplain management 

regulations adopted by a community. 

Existing structures--see existing construction. 

Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision means the preparation of additional sites 

by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufacturing homes are to be affixed 

(including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of 

concrete pads). 

Flood or Flooding means: 

(a) A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas 

from: 

(1) The overflow of inland or tidal waters. 

(2) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 
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(3) Mudslides (i.e., mudflows) which are proximately caused by flooding as defined in paragraph 

(a)(2) of this definition and are akin to a river of liquid and flowing mud on the surfaces of 

normally dry land areas, as when earth is carried by a current of water and deposited 

along the path of the current. 

(b) The collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of a lake or other body of water as a result of 

erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical 

levels or suddenly caused by an unusually high water level in a natural body of water, 

accompanied by a severe storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature, such as flash flood or an 

abnormal tidal surge, or by some similarly unusual and unforeseeable event which results in 

flooding as defined in paragraph (a)(1) of this definition. 

 

Flood elevation determination means a determination by the Administrator of the water surface elevations of 

the base flood, that is, the flood level that has a one percent or greater chance of occurrence in any given 

year. 

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) means an official map of a community, on which the Administrator has 

delineated both the special hazard areas and the risk premium zones applicable to the community. 

Flood Insurance Study or Flood elevation study means an examination, evaluation and determination of 

flood hazards and, if appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations, or an examination, evaluation and 

determination of mudslide (i.e., mudflow) and/or flood-related erosion hazards. 

Flood plain or flood-prone area means any land area susceptible to being inundated by water from any 

source (see definition of “flooding”). 

Flood proofing means any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, or adjustments to 

structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real property, water and 

sanitary facilities, structures and their contents. 

Floodway--see regulatory floodway. 

Floodway encroachment lines mean the lines marking the limits of floodways on Federal, State and local 

flood plain maps. 

Freeboard means a factor of safety usually expressed in feet above a flood level for purposes of flood plain 

management. “Freeboard” tends to compensate for the many unknown factors that could contribute to flood 

heights greater than the height calculated for a selected size flood and floodway conditions, such as wave 

action, bridge openings, and the hydrological effect of urbanization of the watershed. 

Functionally dependent use means a use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is located or 

carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only docking facilities, port facilities that are 

necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, and ship building and ship repair facilities, 

but does not include long-term storage or related manufacturing facilities. 

Highest adjacent grade means the highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to construction next 

to the proposed walls of a structure. 

Historic Structure means any structure that is: 

(a) Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained by the 

Department of Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as meeting 

the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; 

(b) Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the 

historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined by 

the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district; 

(c) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic reservation 

programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or 

(d) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic preservation 

programs that have been certified either: 

(1) By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior or 
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(2) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs. 

Levee means a man-made structure usually an earthen embankment, designed and constructed in accordance 

with sound engineering practices to contain, control, or divert the flow of water so as to provide protection 

from temporary flooding. 

Levee System means a flood protection system which consists of a levee, or levees, and associated structures, 

such as closure and drainage devices, which are constructed and operated in accordance with sound 

engineering practices. 

Lowest Floor means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An unfinished or flood 

resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in an area other than a 

basement area is not considered a building's lowest floor;  

Provided, that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the applicable non-

elevation design requirements of Sec. 60.3. 

 

Manufactured home means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a permanent 

chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when attached to the required utilities. 

The term “manufactured home” does not include a “recreational vehicle”. 

Manufactured home park or subdivision means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two or 

more manufactured home lots for rent or sale. 

Map means the Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM) or the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for a 

community issued by the Agency. 

Mean sea level means, for purposes of the National Flood Insurance Program, the National Geodetic Vertical 

Datum (NGVD) of 1929 or other datum, to which base flood elevations shown on a community's Flood 

Insurance Rate Map are referenced. 

New construction means, for the purposes of determining insurance rates, structures for which the “start of 

construction” commenced on or after the effective date of an initial FIRM or after December 31, 1974, 

whichever is later, and includes any subsequent improvements to such structures. For floodplain management 

purposes, new construction means structures for which the start of construction commenced on or after the 

effective date of a floodplain management regulation adopted by a community and includes any subsequent 

improvements to such structures. 

New manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision for which the 

construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at 

a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring 

of concrete pads) is completed on or after the effective date of floodplain management regulations adopted by 

a community. 

Recreational vehicle means a vehicle which is: 

(a) Built on a single chassis; 

(b) 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection; 

(c) Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; and 

(d) Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for 

recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 

Regulatory floodway means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must 

be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation 

more than a designated height. 

Special flood hazard area: see “area of special flood hazard”. 

Special hazard area means an area having special flood, mudslide (i.e., mudflow), or flood-related erosion 

hazards, and shown on an FHBM or FIRM as Zone A, AO, A1-30, AE, AR, AR/A1-30, AR/AE, AR/AO, AR/AH, 

AR/A, A99, AH, VO, V1-30, VE, V, M, or E. 

Start of Construction (for other than new construction or substantial improvements under the Coastal Barrier 

Resources Act (Pub. L. 97-348)), includes substantial improvement, and means the date the building permit 
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was issued, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition 

placement, or other improvement was within 180 days of the permit date. The actual start means either the 

first placement of permanent construction of a structure on a site, such as the pouring of slab or footings, the 

installation of piles, the construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation; or the 

placement of a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land 

preparation, such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or 

walkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement, footings, piers, or foundations or the erection of 

temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages 

or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structure. For a substantial improvement, the 

actual start of construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of a 

building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building. 

 

Structure means, for floodplain management purposes, a walled and roofed building, including a gas or 

liquid storage tank, that is principally above ground, as well as a manufactured home. Structure, for 

insurance purposes, means: 

(1) A building with two or more outside rigid walls and a fully secured roof, that is affixed to a permanent 

site; 

(2) A manufactured home (“a manufactured home,” also known as a mobile home, is a structure: built on 

a permanent chassis, transported to its site in one or more sections, and affixed to a permanent 

foundation); or 

(3) A travel trailer without wheels built on a chassis and affixed to a permanent foundation, that is 

regulated under the community's floodplain management and building ordinances or laws. 

For the latter purpose, “structure” does not mean a recreational vehicle or a park trailer or other similar 

vehicle, except as described in paragraph (3) of this definition, or a gas or liquid storage tank. 

Substantial damage means damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of restoring the 

structure to it’s before damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of the market value of the 

structure before the damage occurred. 

Substantial improvement means any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement of a 

structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the structure before the “start 

of construction” of the improvement. This term includes structures which have incurred “substantial 

damage”, regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not, however, include either: 

(1) Any project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations of state or local health, 

sanitary, or safety code specifications which have been identified by the local code enforcement 

official and which are the minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions or 

(2) Any alteration of a “historic structure”, provided that the alteration will not preclude the structure's 

continued designation as a “historic structure.” 

Variance means a grant of relief by a community from the terms of a flood plain management regulation. 

Violation means the failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the community's 

flood plain management regulations. A structure or other development without the elevation certificate, other 

certifications, or other evidence of compliance required in Sec. 60.3(b)(5), (c)(4), (c)(10), (d)(3), (e)(2), (e)(4), 

or (e)(5) is presumed to be in violation until such time as that documentation is provided. 

Water surface elevation means the height, in relation to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 

1929, (or other datum, where specified) of floods of various magnitudes and frequencies in the flood plains of 

coastal or riverine areas. 

ARTICLE 3 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION A. LANDS TO WHICH THIS ORDINANCE APPLIES 

The ordinance shall apply to all areas of special flood hazard within the jurisdiction of Bridgewater. 

SECTION B. BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD 
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Since areas of special flood hazard have not been identified, water surface elevations have not been provided, 

nor has sufficient data identifying the floodway or coastal high hazard area been provided by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the community shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize date 

available from other Federal, State, or other resources. 

SECTION C. ESTABLISHMENT OF DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

A Development Permit shall be required to ensure conformance with the provisions of this ordinance. 

SECTION D. COMPLIANCE 

No structure or land shall hereafter be located, altered, or have its use changed without full compliance with 

the terms of this ordinance and other applicable regulations. 

SECTION E. ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS 

This ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing easements, covenants, or deed 

restrictions. However, where this ordinance and another ordinance, easement, covenant, or deed restriction 

conflict or overlap, whichever imposes the more stringent restrictions shall prevail. 

SECTION F. INTERPRETATION 

In the interpretation and application of this ordinance, all provisions shall be; (1) considered as minimum 

requirements; (2) liberally construed in favor of the governing body; and (3) deemed neither to limit nor 

repeal any other powers granted under State statutes. 

SECTION G. WARNING AND DISCLAIMER OR LIABILITY 

The degree of flood protection required by this ordinance is considered reasonable for regulatory purposes 

and is based on scientific and engineering considerations. On rare occasions greater floods can and will 

occur and flood heights may be increased by man-made or natural causes. This ordinance does not imply that 

land outside the areas of special flood hazards or uses permitted within such areas will be free from flooding 

or flood damages. This ordinance shall not create liability on the part of the community or any official or 

employee thereof for any flood damages that result from reliance on this ordinance or any administrative 

decision lawfully made thereunder. 

SECTION H. SEVERABILITY 

If any section, provision, or portion of this ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court, the 

remainder of the ordinance shall not be affected. 

ARTICLE 4 

ADMINISTRATION 

SECTION A. DESIGNATION OF THE FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR 

The Finance Officer is hereby appointed the Floodplain Administrator to administer and implement the 

provisions of this ordinance and other appropriate sections of 44 CFR (National Flood Insurance Program 

Regulations) pertaining to floodplain management. 

SECTION B. DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE FLOODPLAIN ADMINISTRATOR 

Duties and responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(1) Maintain and hold open for public inspection all records pertaining to the provisions of this ordinance. 

(2) Review the permit application to determine whether proposed construction or other development, 

including the placement of manufactured homes, will be reasonably safe from flooding. 

(3) Review, approve or deny all applications for development permits required by adoption of this ordinance. 

(4) Review permits for proposed development to assure that all necessary permits have been obtained from 

those Federal, State or local governmental agencies (including Section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution 

Control Act Amendments of 1972, 33 U.S.C. 1334) from which prior approval is required. 

(5) Where interpretation is needed as to the exact location of the boundaries of the areas of special flood 

hazards (for example, where there appears to be a conflict between a mapped boundary and actual field 

conditions) the Floodplain Administrator shall make the necessary interpretation. 

SECTION C. PERMIT PROCEDURES 

(1) Application for a Development Permit shall be presented to the Floodplain Administrator on forms 

furnished by him/her and may include, but not be limited to, plans in duplicate drawn to scale showing the 
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location, dimensions, and elevation of proposed landscape alterations, existing and proposed structures, 

including the placement of manufactured homes, and the location of the foregoing in relation to areas of 

special flood hazard.  

Additionally, the following information is required: 

a. Elevation (in relation to mean sea level), of the lowest floor (including basement) of all new and 

substantially improved structures at least one foot above; 

b. Elevation in relation to mean sea level to which any nonresidential structure shall be floodproofed; 

c. A certificate from a registered professional engineer or architect that the nonresidential floodproofed 

structure shall meet the floodproofing criteria of this ordinance; 

d. Description of the extent to which any watercourse or natural drainage will be altered or relocated as a 

result of proposed development; and 

e. Maintain a record of all such information. 

(2) Approval or denial of a Development Permit by the Floodplain Administrator shall be based on all of the 

provisions of this ordinance and the following relevant factors: 

a. The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage; 

b. The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the effect of such damage on 

the individual owner; 

c. The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others; 

d. The compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated development; 

e. The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency vehicles; 

f. The costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions including maintenance and 

repair of streets and bridges, and public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water 

systems; 

g. The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise and sediment transport of the floodwaters and the 

effects of wave action, if applicable, expected at the site; 

h. The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable; 

i. The availability of alternative locations, not subject to flooding or erosion damage, for the proposed use; 

j. The relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan for that area. 

SECTION D. VARIANCE PROCEDURES 

(1) The appeal Board as established by the community shall hear and render judgment on requests for 

variances from the requirements of this ordinance. 

(2) The Appeal Board shall hear and render judgment on an appeal only when it is alleged there is an error in 

any requirement, decision, or determination made by the Floodplain Administrator in the enforcement or 

administration of this ordinance. 

(3) Any person or persons aggrieved by the decision of the Appeal Board may appeal such decision in the 

courts of competent jurisdiction. 

(4) The Floodplain Administrator shall maintain a record of all actions involving an appeal and shall report 

variances to the Federal Emergency Management Agency upon request. 

(5) Variances may be issued for new construction and substantial improvements to be erected on a lot of one-

half acre or less in size contiguous to and surrounded by lots with existing structures constructed below the 

base flood level, providing the relevant factors in Section C of this Article have been fully considered. As the 

lot size increases beyond the one-half acre, the technical justification required for issuing the variance 

increases. 

(6) Upon consideration of the factors noted above and the intent of this ordinance, the Appeal Board may 

attach such conditions to the granting of variances as it deems necessary to further the purpose and objectives 

of this ordinance. 

(7) Variances shall not be issued within any designated floodway if any increase in flood levels during the 

base flood discharge would result. 
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(8) Variances may be issued for the repair or rehabilitation of historic structures upon a determination that 

the proposed repair or rehabilitation will not preclude the structure's continued designation as a historic 

structure and the variance is the minimum necessary to preserve the historic character and design of the 

structure. 

(9) Prerequisites for granting variances: 

a. Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the minimum necessary, 

considering the flood hazard, to afford relief. 

b. Variances shall only be issued upon,  

(i) showing a good and sufficient cause;  

(ii) a determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional hardship to the 

applicant, and  

(iii) a determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood heights, 

additional threats to public safety, extraordinary public expense, create nuisances, cause fraud on or 

victimization of the public, or conflict with existing local laws or ordinances. 

c. Any application to whom a variance is granted shall be given written notice that the structure will be 

permitted to be built with the lowest floor elevation below the base flood elevation, and that the cost of flood 

insurance will be commensurate with the increased risk resulting from the reduced lowest floor elevation. 

(11) Variances may be issued by a community for new construction and substantial improvements and for 

other development necessary for the conduct of a functionally dependent use provided that  

(i) the criteria outlined in Article 4, Section D(1)-(9) are met, and  

(ii) the structure or other development is protected by methods that minimize flood damages during the 

base flood and create no additional threats to public safety. 

ARTICLE 5 

PROVISIONS FOR FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION 

SECTION A. GENERAL STANDARDS 

In all areas of special flood hazards the following provisions are required for all new construction and 

substantial improvements. 

(1) All new construction or substantial improvements shall be designed (or modified) and adequately 

anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral movement of the structure resulting from hydrodynamic and 

hydrostatic loads, including the effects of buoyancy; 

(2) All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed by methods and practices that 

minimize flood damage; 

(3) All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed with materials resistant to flood 

damage; 

(4) All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed with electrical, heating, ventilation, 

plumbing, and air conditioning equipment and other service facilities that are designed and/or located so as 

to prevent water from entering or accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding. 

(5) All new and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of 

flood waters into the system; 

(6) New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of 

flood waters into the system and discharge from the systems into flood waters; and, 

(7) On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to them or contamination from them 

during flooding. 

SECTION B. STANDARDS FOR SUBDIVISION PROPOSALS 

(1) All subdivision proposals including the placement of manufactured home parks and subdivisions shall be 

consistent with this ordinance. 

(2) All proposals for the development of subdivisions including the placement of manufactured home parks 

and subdivisions shall meet Development Permit requirements of this ordinance. 



 

Bridgewater City Council Regular Mtg. 

5/09/2011   Page 12 of 13 

 

(3) All subdivision proposals including the placement of manufactured home parks and subdivisions shall 

have adequate drainage provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards. 

(4) All subdivision proposals including the placement of manufactured home parks and subdivisions shall 

have public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems located and constructed to 

minimize or eliminate flood damage. 

SECTION C. PENALTIES FOR NONCOMPLIANCE 

In accordance with Section 59.2(b) of CFR 44, Chapter 1, of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 

regulation, to qualify for the sale of Federally-subsidized flood insurance, a community must adopt floodplain 

management regulations that meet or exceed the minimum standards of Section 60. “These regulations must 

include effective enforcement provisions.” In accordance with Section 60.1(b) of CFR 44, Chapter 1, of the 

NFIP regulations, “These regulations must be legally-enforceable, applied uniformly throughout the 

community to all privately and publicly owned land within flood-prone (i.e. mudflow) or flood-related erosion 

areas, and the community must provide that the regulations take precedence over less restrictive conflicting 

local laws, ordinances or codes.” 

THEREFORE: No structure or land shall hereafter be constructed, located, extended, converted, or altered 

without full compliance with the terms of this ordinance and other applicable regulations. Violation of the 

provisions of this ordinance by failure to comply with any of its requirements (including violations of 

conditions and safeguards established in connection with conditions) shall constitute a misdemeanor. Any 

person who violates this ordinance or fails to comply with any of its requirements shall upon conviction 

thereof be fined not more than $500.00 or imprisoned for not more than 30 days, or both, for each violation, 

and in addition shall pay all costs and expenses involved in the case. Nothing herein contained shall prevent 

the City of Bridgewater from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any 

violation. 

CERTIFICATION 

It is hereby found and declared by the community of Bridgewater that severe flooding has occurred in the past 

within its jurisdiction and will certainly occur within the future; that flooding is likely to result in infliction of 

serious personal injury or death, and is likely to result in substantial injury or destruction of property within 

its jurisdiction; in order to effectively comply with minimum standards for coverage under the National Flood 

Insurance Program; and in order to effectively remedy the situation described herein, it is necessary that this 

ordinance become effective immediately. 

Therefore, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this ordinance, being necessary for the immediate 

preservation of the public peace, health and safety, shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval. 

Dated this 9
th

 day of May, 2011. 

First Reading:  March 7, 2011 

Second Reading and Adoption: May 9, 2011 

Ayes: 4  Nays: 0   Absent: 1 

Publication:  May 19, 2011 

Effective Date: June 8, 2011 

Signed: Ronald H Pringle - Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Joan M Julson, Finance Officer 

(SEAL) 

   Tammy Williams (SD DOT) spoke with the council about the upcoming Highway 262 project scheduled for 

2012. She plans on coming around after the bid letting and before construction begins to inform us on the 

construction timeline. After much discussion, council thanked her for coming.  

Code Enforcement: Excessive garbage at 140 S Oak Ave was discussed. Letcher will talk to homeowner. Also 

excessive cars at 100 S Oak were discussed. Attorney Mike Fink will be asked to deal with the car issue.  

Motion by Guenthner, second by Hudson to approve vacation for Letcher on June 9-14. Motion carried.  
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Motion by Anderson, second by Guenthner to adjourn. Motion carried. Time 8:56 pm.  

 

 

Ronald H Pringle - Mayor   Joan M Julson – Finance Officer 

 

 

April bills to be paid in May: 

Salaries (Gross): Joan M. Julson, 2062.96; Todd Letcher-includes 9½ hr OT, 2543.12; Susan Rinehart, 

1630.75; Janie Golder, 1172.50; Kristen Marcucci, 112.38; Barattini, Debra-bar pay for March & April, 22.00; 

Ambulance Payroll, 2560.00; Council Payroll, 4325.00; EFTPS-April payroll taxes, 2245.56, SDRS-

retirement, 276.37.  

Supplies: Commercial Asphalt–14.72 Ton Omega Mix, 1884.16; Farmers Alliance/United Energy–city hall 

fuel oil, 421.20; Fred Haar Co–mower parts, 157.37; MARC–lagoon & shop supply, 1303.31; M/S Pump-N-

Stuff–gas, 436.38; McLeod’s–election supply, 11.45; Matheson Tri-Gas Inc–amb oxygen, 56.65; Menards–

shop supply, 58.11; Meyer Motor–grass unit battery, 112.95; Michael Todd & Co–tractor bucket blade & 4 

shovels,  254.38; Moore Medical–Amb supply, 211.30; Potter’s Tire & Service–gas, diesel, 164.19; Schwan’s 

Market–supply for ambulance, 12.08; SD Federal Property Agency–mostly generator & shop supply, 505.50; 

Sievers Sales & Service–shop supply, 21.50; Sioux Valley Environmental, Inc–lagoon supply, 58.08 

Repairs & Maintenance: Addy Construction Inc–installing pumphouse door, 176.46; CMC Excavation Inc – 

backhoe work at lagoon & assist in opening drain at park & straightening curbstop, 221.94 

Liquor Store Bills: Bridgewater Tribune–April publishing, 13.00; Chesterman Co–(Coke Products), 170.00; 

Farmers Alliance/United Energy–fuel oil, 372.90; Farner-Bocken Co–4/13, 4/20, 4/27 invoices Cooking 

supply, cigarettes & food, 1786.81; M/S Pump-N-Stuff–supplies, 10.45; Menards–bar supply, 15.94; Petty 

Cash–postage, 11.43; Schwan’s Market–food & cleaning supply, 299.07; SD State Treasurer–April sales tax 

for bar, 556.25; Walt’s Homestyle Foods Inc–pizza, 87.25; Weber Construction–trim inside of new front door 

(insurance reimbursed), 129.07 

Beer and Liquor: (paid in April) Beal Distributing, Inc., 1382.40; Dakota Beverage, 1387.35; Johnson 

Brothers Famous Brands, 839.86; Republic National Distributing Co, 552.31. 

Miscellaneous: A&B Business Inc-Copier Maintenance contract, 35.27; Addy Disposal-dumpsters, 40.00; 

Bridgewater Development Corp–monthly donation, 100.00; Bridgewater Tribune–April publishing, 295.50; 

Heiman, Kathleen–election board, 125.00; Hofer, Evelyn J– election board, 125.00; Julson, Joan-update for 

Quickbooks payroll program, 193.90; Nordwald Rentals–June rent (Payable 6/1/11), 350.00; McCook 

County–Contracted Law Enforcement monthly payment, 2015.00; Petty Cash–mostly postage & FO phone, 

77.31; Richards, Anne–postage for supply returns, 39.56; Schroeder, Carolyn–election board, 125.00; SD 

Dept of Revenue–water testing for March & April, 24.00; SD One Call–faxes for March & April, 9.99; SD 

State Treasurer–April garbage, etc. sales tax, 198.95; SD Unemployment Ins Division–1
st
 q unemployment, 

159.83; Solem American Legion Post–legion/city hall rent, 300.00 

Utilities (Paid in April): Addy Disposal, 3404.00; Golden West, 270.88; Hanson Rural Water, 2968.80; Xcel 

Energy, 1749.09. 

Insurance: AFLAC-reimbursed by employees, 379.45; Health Pool of SD, 2564.68; Smith Insurance – 

commercial pkg on buildings, 2835.00. 

Professional: Fink Law Office PC - April statement, 66.50.   

 

Published once at the approximate cost of $455.74 


